Cockaynes Wood Newsletter No. 18 June 2013
A newsletter of recent wildlife sightings and events at Cockaynes Wood and the
adjoining countryside.

Bird Notes
It's been a summer of mixed fortunes for nesting birds. Birds that actually nest on the
water seem to be doing reasonably well, with several pairs each of Little Grebe,
Moorhen, and Coot currently tending young. A brood of 7 Mute Swan cygnets were
hatched by the pair mentioned in last month's newsletter by June 2 nd; sadly the young
were quickly diminished in number (probably by a Fox) to 4, by June 7 th, and by 16th
had moved to the neighbouring fishing lake. 2 of the survivors are of the variety known
as Polish swan, being white rather than grey in their downy plumage. For wading birds,
it's not been a good spring. The solitary pair of Lapwings (numbers possibly depleted by
the protracted winter weather) reared at least one chick to the age of maybe 2 weeks
but then disappeared. Redshanks never quite settled down. A pair of Oystercatchers
are showing encouraging signs of nesting; but the glory days for waders seem to be
waning.
One or two Hobbies were frequent visitors to the wetland area in the first, sunny week
of June, hawking for dragonflies. The picture below shows well the contrasting blackish
cap and moustachial stripe with white cheek, the reddish feathered legs and vent, and
long wings of this dashing little falcon. A pair of Cuckoos has been in occupation with
the male calling pretty well daily on or near the site. It's good to feel that this declining
bird finds conditions to its liking enough to set up base here. A Turtle Dove pair has also
been in evidence, though reclusive and difficult to find. The RSPB is currently running a
research project into the diet and general health of this declining bird, our only migratory
pigeon, on a few selected sites including ours.

Hobby by Glyn Evans
Little Owls can again be seen around the edge of Cockaynes Wood, where a Garden
Warbler was singing in early June. Garden Warbler, a clear winner in the nondescript
bird stakes, is another superb singer, Blackcap-like in song but lower pitched and more

mellow in tone. A Red Kite flew over on 14th June – a bird that can be expected to be
seen increasingly often (let's hope so anyway). Thanks to Glyn, David and Mo for news
and pictures.

Garden Warbler by Glyn Evans

Dragonfly Parade
The beginning of June, with a whole week of nearly unbroken sunshine, saw the
emergence of the first dragonflies of the year, of which one of the most notable was a
Scarce Chaser. The picture shows a recently-emerged (“teneral”) example, sunning
itself on the south edge of Cockaynes Wood. It's a fabulous insect, the only dragonfly of
this bright orange-brown colour (reminiscent of a Comma butterfly).

Scarce Chaser by Glyn Evans
As they mature the female Scarce Chasers stay this colour, but the males develop a
soft sky blue colour with a black tip to the abdomen They need to be distinguished from

adult males of the more common Black-tailed Skimmer, of which a teneral form (I
think!) is shown below

Black-tailed Skimmer by Mo Jackson
At the time of writing the commonest dragonfly on site is probably the 4 Spot Chaser, a
handsome but rather soberly coloured dragonfly which settles readily on exposed
perches like Reed-mace plants around the ponds.

4-Spot Chaser by Glyn Evans
Later we'll see the emergence of the brilliantly colourful Emperor dragonfly and the
other dragonflies which brighten the late summer skies. Not to mention the wide variety
of smaller damselflies, many equally brilliant in colour to their larger cousins. For those
of you who would like to find out more about these spectacular insects, we will be
running a “Dragonfly Safari” on Saturday 20th July from 2.00 – 4.00 p.m., with Ted
Benton, a noted authority on these and other insect groups. Early booking for this event
is essential as numbers will be limited. Donations are requested (suggested £2 per
adult, £1 per child, £5 per family (up to 3 children). Children under 16 must be
accompanied. To book, please email events@cockaynes.org (email address in process
of being established!)

Diary Dates
The Colchester Natural History Society will visit Cockaynes Wood on Tuesday 9th July
at 6.30 p.m. Venue is as for work parties(see below) . Please feel free to join this band
of expert and specialist naturalists. If weather looks doubtful please phone Robin (01206
826418) to check that the event will go ahead.
See details of the Dragonfly Safari above and please note the change of date to
Saturday 20th July (not Sunday 21st as stated in the previous newsletter).
In the evening of Saturday 27th July (from 8.00 p.m.) we will be holding a Moth
Evening together with Essex Wildlife Trust members. Booking is not necessary for this
but in the event of weather conditions being doubtful, please contact Robin (01206
826418) during the Saturday afternoon before the event, to confirm whether the event
will go ahead as planned.
Venue for these events is the former quarry yard and gates from the Alresford Road
entrance near the railway bridge will be opened to allow car access.

Work Party News
Next work party session is Sunday July 7th . We're still working on the boardwalk (just
under 50% complete!!) We also have some bat boxes to put up and some footpath
maintenance. Venue is the former quarry yard at 10.00 a.m.

Common Blue by Mo Jackson. Not so common actually and please let us know if you
see one on site!
This monthly newsletter is available on request to anyone interested. All contributions of
wildlife observations will be welcomed by the Editor Robin Cottrill
(robin.cottrill@gmail.com) (tel 01206 826418).These can be from the Cockaynes Wood
site or surrounding area (Alresford, Wivenhoe or Elmstead). Please keep me supplied
with your wildlife observations!
For those with a particular interest in birds, the excellent website
http://www.wivenhoeforum.co.uk/discussion/1062/birds-of-wivenhoe
will provide recent bird news, discussion and pictures.

