
Cockaynes Wood Newsletter No. 21 September  2013
A newsletter of  recent wildlife sightings and events at Cockaynes Wood and the  
adjoining countryside.

Bird Notes
Late August and September are peak times for  the return migration of millions of small 
birds   that  have  nested  in   northern  Europe.  An  interesting  scatter  of  these  birds 
appeared, starting on August 20th with a  Whinchat on Sunnymead Farm  which was 
followed by another   on 26th amongst  reeds on the Cockaynes Wood Site.  A  Pied 
Flycatcher  was heard (but not seen) from a neighbouring garden in early September 
and a Spotted Flycatcher  entertained David and Mo in their garden on Sept. 25th.

Whinchat  by Moira Jackson

Last month  we  mentioned the pair of late-nesting Barn Owls at Sunnymead. Sadly, the 
female owl abandoned her 4 eggs, but both male and female are still around and we 
hope will do better next year. 

In Alresford village  the end of the nesting season was enlivened by decent-sized flocks 
of Swallows and martins including up to 20 or so House Martins, the most I've seen in 
years. I hope this means  this species is on the up from its low point  several years ago 
when migrating flocks were wiped out wholesale by wintry weather in Southern Europe. 
There are also some lovely flocks of mixed finches to be found  such as near the old 
church in Ford Lane.

An  identification  puzzle  was  provided  by  this  unusual  looking  bird  photographed  by 
Diane Patey in her garden in Alresford. Looking, as Diane says,  a bit like a warbler with 
a red eye-ring, or a wagtail that doesn't wag its tail, it is (I think!) an Australian Diamond 
Dove, a tiny bird about half the size of a Collared Dove, and probably an aviary escape.



Garden puzzle bird – photo by Diane Patey

Spotted Flycatcher by David Dutton

Thanks to David , Mo, Glyn and Diane for news and pictures.

More Glowing Reports
As a follow-up to last month's  article on Glow-Worms, I am pleased that Chris Gibson 
has reported finding, in July ,a glowing female in the verge of the main road opposite the 



Alresford road entrance to the site; and of 4-5 “faintly glowing” Glow-worm larvae  at the 
wood end of the footpath across the railway line. Both of these are traditional sites where 
I haven't managed to  find them for a while, so it's very gratifying to find they are still  
about.  Glow-worms are very unusual beetles, which in the larval stage feed on small 
snails. Snails like locations with plenty of limestone or concrete ballast, a high level of 
calcium  carbonate  in  the  micro  environment  presumably  encouraging  shell  growth. 
Places  such  as  railway  lines,  or  brownfield  sites  with  lots  of  broken  concrete,  are 
potentially very good for Glow-worms, and it's a species that we will have to find ways of 
encouraging.

More about Dragonflies

Blue-tailed Damselfly in the hand – photo by Camilla Beswick-Fox

 The weather had been perfect for dragonflies up to July 20th .  Sadly the day of the 
Safari proved  rather cool and grey.  The number of species seen , at about 4, was lower 
than hoped. On the plus side, over 20 people were able to learn more about dragonfly 
ecology and habits in the company of  Professor Ted Benton, and helpers Bob Seago 
and Simon Newell. Pond-dipping conducted by Bob came up with a number of  Smooth 
Newt  tadpoles.



A return to the (ab-!)  normal sunny weather  in later July and August brought with it 
another new dragonfly species to add to the site list.  This was the  Willow Emerald 
Damselfly,  a  species  that  until  a  few  years  ago  was  unknown  in  the  UK.  It  then 
appeared in Suffolk and has spread  rather rapidly since then. It's unusual  in that it 
spends much time in or on trees, not necessarily near water, and lays its eggs into rotten 
wood.  The  Willow  Emerald  can  be  told  from  the  Common  Emerald by  the  pale 
pterostigma (the solid-filled cell at the tip of the wing) which in the Common Emerald is 
blackish. You can see this clearly in the excellent picture by Glyn who first reported the 
species from our site.

Willow Emerald Damselfly by Glyn Evans

Sunny  September  days   have  been  enlivened  by   the  colourful  Migrant  Hawker 
Dragonflies which are one of the late species on the scene, often flying in groups of half 
a dozen or more together.



Migrant Hawker Dragonfly by Glyn Evans
 

Some autumn moths

David Barnard sends these pictures of two  beautiful moth species which came to light in 
his garden.

Feathered Gothic by David Barnard



Frosted Orange by David Barnard.
 

Work Party News
Next Work Party is Sunday October 6th   starting at 10.00 a.m. at the former quarry 
yard, and tasks will include continuing with the boardwalk and footpath maintenance. 

The installation of the bridge over the waterway between the two wetland areas has 
been deferred and will now happen in early November.

Would anyone who might be interested in a regular weekday  work party (once or 
twice a month) please contact me to discuss.

This monthly newsletter is available on request to anyone interested. All contributions of 
wildlife observations will be welcomed by the Editor Robin Cottrill 
(robin.cottrill@gmail.com) (tel 01206 826418).These can be from the Cockaynes Wood 
site or surrounding area (Alresford, Wivenhoe or Elmstead). Please keep me supplied 
with your wildlife observations!
For those with a particular interest in birds, the excellent website 
http://www.wivenhoeforum.co.uk/discussion/1062/birds-of-wivenhoe
will provide  recent bird news, discussion and pictures.
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