
Cockaynes Wood Newsletter No. 25 and 26 Jan/Feb 2014 

A newsletter of  recent wildlife sightings and events at Cockaynes Wood and the  
adjoining countryside.

Bird Notes

Raising  my eyes heavenwards from the soggy ground on Feb. 13 th I was lucky to see a 
fine  male  Marsh  Harrier and  to  take  this  photo  before  the  bird  disappeared  over 
Cockaynes Wood. Connoisseurs of  great bird photography will note the care with which 
the focus is on the twigs  in the foreground … but the other pictures were even worse. A 
bit later I was pleased to see a pair of Buzzards displaying, raising hopes that  2014 will 
see the first breeding of this species.

 Marsh Harrier and Twigs

Reports from the last two months include a Green Sandpiper on the wetland, over 50 
Redwings in Cockaynes Wood (do they use the holly as a night time roost?),  Lesser 
Redpoll at bird feeders at Sunnymead. Ducks are in rather short supply at the time of 
writing, with about  6  Gadwall and 4  Tufted. Not far away, David and Mo report  11 
Goosanders from  Wivenhoe  Gravel  Pits   together  with  a  Kingfisher,  about  130 
Greylag Geese on fields, and a pair of Great Crested Grebes already nest-building. On 
my  morning  walk  today  signs  of  spring  were  not  hard  to  find.  Several  male  Song 
Thrushes were singing lustily along with Chaffinches. Prolonged cold  and/or summer 
drought are the thrushes'  enemy. The rather mild  winter  and very soggy conditions 
which  may  well  persist  into  summer  will  probably  do  them  some  good,  if  not  to 
everyone's liking.



Water, water everywhere

It's our national preoccupation at the moment, mainly in a negative sort of way. But as  I 
walked  around  this  morning,  splashing  about  in  wellies  and  looking  for  some  nice 
photos, I was feeling pretty happy about the quantities of the stuff now lying about or 
roaring down the course of Sixpenny Brook. In Villa Wood, now properly acting its part  
as a wet  woodland,   I  looked for the Scarlet  Elf-cup fungus which is typical of early 
spring. I was surprised to find it growing not only on the usual mossy rotting branches 
but even on  bundles of twigs suspended above the flood waters. The floor of the wood 
at present is like a miniature rain forest with low branches  covered in spongy  moss.

Scarlet Elf-Cup growing on  woody debris in Sixpenny Brook



Miniature rain forest

Dangling above the floods, Hazel catkins brighten the air with their little cylinders of light.

So .. yes, it's wet, but spring is on it's way and there's plenty out there to enjoy.



Work Party News

Next Work Party is Sunday   February 16th 2014 meeting at 10.00 a.m. at the former 
quarry yard. Sessions usually last till about 3.00 p.m. 

Other upcoming dates are:    Wednesday  February 19th . 
Sunday March 2nd 
Wednesday March 12th 

New volunteers are always welcome. Please remember you don't have to have any 
special expertise to join us, or to stay for the whole session. If you have any queries 
about the work parties please phone Robin on 01206 826418.

This monthly newsletter is available on request to anyone interested. All contributions of 
wildlife observations will be welcomed by the Editor Robin Cottrill 
(robin.cottrill@gmail.com) (tel 01206 826418).These can be from the Cockaynes Wood 
site or surrounding area (Alresford, Wivenhoe or Elmstead). Please keep me supplied 
with your wildlife observations!
For those with a particular interest in birds, the excellent website 
http://www.wivenhoeforum.co.uk/discussion/1062/birds-of-wivenhoe
will provide  recent bird news, discussion and pictures.
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