
Cockaynes Wood Newsletter  No. 6 June 2012 
 
A newsletter of  recent wildlife sightings and events at Cockaynes Wood and the  
adjoining countryside. 
 

Bird Notes 
The wader breeding season has had its ups and downs. Several Lapwing nests 
or broods failed to survive the very wet weather in late April  But at least 3 chicks 
of two broods survived to the time of writing, along with 3 Redshank chicks from 
2 broods. Just yesterday (21st June) parents of both species  joined forces to see 
off a fine male Marsh Harrier who had the cheek to fly over their territory. Earlier 
I watched a Hobby catching large flying insects (probably dragonflies), its 
mastery of the air compelling admiration. 
 
Moving back in time and continuing the bird of prey theme, two of our volunteers 
Val and Roger were lucky enough to see a Red Kite  investigating their  back 
garden in Frating on 16th May. I saw one flying over Alresford on 31st May, and 
others were being reported in the area. It’s thought that  the Red Kites seen in 
Essex and Suffolk in spring may be Continental migrants rather than individuals 
from the introduced English population. It can only be a matter of time before this 
superb bird becomes a regular breeder here as well.  
 
A highlight of the month for me was sighting a red-phase female Cuckoo that 
flew into a tree on the edge of Cockaynes Wood on 23rd May. Most female 
Cuckoos are grey – hence the excitement. Only a few are reddish brown on their 
backs and wings like this one. I took a not very good photo. A couple of weeks 
later, Glyn Evans took this  excellent picture of one in the same area. 
 

 
 



Nesting owls featured in last  month’s newsletter. To update on the breeding 
success of the various species:  A brood of 3 Little Owl chicks was found at 
Sunnymead on 28th May, and another  brood of 3, apparently in the act of leaving 
the nest on the edge of Cockaynes Wood ,were seen a few days ago. A word of 
warning : the finder thought the young bird on the ground was in trouble, but in 
such cases the parents will continue to feed the chick, and non-intervention is 
usually the best policy,  rather taking the bird into well-intentioned care! The last 
Tawny Owl chick in the Sunnymead nestbox fledged on 29th May. On May 28th 
the Barn Owls had 4 chicks and the youngest seemed big enough to survive, 
which is not always the case with owlets. 
 

Butterflies in close up 
 
It’s not been a great start to the summer (understatement alert!) but on the rare 
sunny days, there have been  some fine displays of small butterflies  and day-
flying moths. 
 

 
 
The delightful Green Hairstreak, photographed above on garden flowers, is 
more usually seen flying around gorse, broom or young birch saplings. The 
Small Heath (below) is a somewhat declining butterfly specializing in natural 
grasslands and one of the few early summer butterflies that will fly in less than  
100% sunny conditions. 
 
 



 
 
The Small Copper likes areas of short grass with plenty of Sheep’s Sorrel, the 
reddish plant related to docks 
 

 



If it’s possible to be both spectacular and tiny, the little day-flying moth 

 
Pyrausta aurata pulls the trick off well, photographed here on garden flowers. 
Thanks David and Mo for the excellent pictures. Keeping to the subject of 
butterflies, if we get any sunny days in late June and July, look for the White 
Admiral in Villa Wood – it’s a likely place for this  increasing  butterfly. A large 
black and white butterfly doing a lot of gliding, especially around honeysuckle 
bushes, it’s guaranteed to make your day. 
 

The Open Day May 12th  
 

 
I think the picture above sums up the success of the day, and also what we are 
hoping to achieve.  Education, playing with water,  learning about little wriggly 
things: it’s all there, and for some of us takes us back a good many years to 
when doing this sort of thing was not only natural, but yielded  jam jars full of 



glistening little fish …Enough! Suffice to say that we learnt a lot , will do it again 
and learn from our mistakes. A huge thankyou to all the helpers including Anne 
Watkinson for the photo. 
 

Insignificant Little Grasshopper of the Month 
 
I think it’s time to pay some attention to very small insects that don’t really get 
much notice but which photograph well if you can get them to stay still long 
enough. The photo is of a young Chorthippus brunneus (Common Field 
Grasshopper). Small but perfectly-formed…. The picture looks as if it needs 
rotating but it is the right way up, photographed on the sand cliff  near the old silt 
lagoon. 

 
 
 

Coming Events 
 
 Tuesday July 10th Cockaynes Wood Trust and Essex Wildlife Trust will be 
holding a Moth and Bat Evening on the site. Access will be as for the Open Day, 



i.e.  via the former Brett’s site entrance, off Alresford Road, Wivenhoe, just N of 
the bridge over the railway. Plenty of parking will be available in the former 
quarry yard.  We will be on site from 19.30 hours but as sunset is about 21.15 
and most moth and bat activity will be after that time, anyone arriving early will 
have the chance to look around the site on a guided walk. Please bring suitable 
clothing and footwear - it could be wet underfoot – and bring a torch. And 
mosquito cream if you’re vulnerable. 
 
We will be able to see moths flying in to lights and hear bats trying to take 
advantage of the situation. If you have any queries phone me on 01206 826418. 
 
 
Work Party News 
 
We have ongoing footpath maintenance and clearance to do. 
The next work party is Sunday July 1st. 10.00-3.00. All welcome! Meeting place 
as above under Coming Events. 
 
This monthly newsletter is available on request to anyone interested. All 
contributions of wildlife observations will be welcomed by the Editor Robin Cottrill 
( robin.cottrill@gmail.com) (tel 01206 826418).These can be from the Cockaynes 
Wood site or surrounding area (Alresford, Wivenhoe or Elmstead). Please keep 
me supplied with your wildlife observations! 
 
For those with a particular interest in birds, the excellent website  
http://www.wivenhoeforum.co.uk/discussion/1062/birds-of-wivenhoe 
will provide  recent bird news, discussion and pictures. 


