
Cockaynes Wood Newsletter  No. 7 July 2012 
 
A newsletter of  recent wildlife sightings and events at Cockaynes Wood and the  
adjoining countryside. 
 

Bird Notes 
 
By the beginning of the month, Redshank and Lapwing seem to have 
abandoned their nesting site, leaving a giant question mark hanging over what 
degree of nesting success  either species achieved.  The  margins of the water 
bodies are alive with young Coots, Moorhens, Mallards  and Little Grebes, so 
productivity as for these commoner species  has been quite good. We can be 
pleased about having a number of declining species that are probably  causing 
as much concern to conservationists as the 2 waders mentioned above. These 
include Willow Warbler of which there have been 4-5 singing males; this is a 
species which not long ago was regarded as one of the UK’s commoner  
breeding birds , but sadly populations have been withdrawing from  SE England. 
Linnet is another declining species (on the  conservation Red-list) which likes 
scrubby, in-between habitats. We have a  small scattered colony, the pink 
breasted males delighting the ear with their under-stated song. Turtle Doves are 
declining so fast that the BTO and RSPB are drawing up a specific action plan for 
them. A pair   of this delightful migratory dove have been on site during what we 
laughingly call the summer, and the singing male was photographed by Glyn 
Evans early one morning.  

 



Reed Buntings enjoy the damper  corners of our open habitats and benefit in 
winter from crops sown for small birds on Sunnymead Farm. We will try to 
maintain the sort of habitat that will keep these birds with us for the foreseeable 
future, though for the migrant species there are other adverse factors that are 
more difficult to influence. 
 
Hobbies and Marsh Harriers continue to be seen over the site. A Grey Heron is 
often to be seen over the water area. There are no fish in the water (or shouldn’t 
be) so I’d be very interested to know what this Heron is eating – is it amphibians 
or small rodents, in which case what species? If anybody manages to find out 
please let me know! 
 

Even more insignificant grasshoppers – and other insects 
 
If you walk through the grassland on our eastern boundary, between the fishing 
lake and the silt lagoon, your every footstep  disturbs half a dozen tiny 
grasshoppers. This month we  look at two bush-crickets, which are related to 
grasshoppers (all members of the Orthoptera). Bush crickets are to be found in 
areas of scrub, nettles etc.  The Dark Bush-Cricket  
 

 
is The cricket that you can hear chirping contentedly  away  in your garden, well 
into the autumn evenings. When they first appear in the early summer they are 



only a few millimeters long, and go through several moults before reaching full 
stature. This one was perhaps 10mm long and still less than full grown, as was 
the Speckled Bush-cricket below – a plump little green insect, with ridiculously 
long antennae, dotted with tiny dark tubercles which are too small to be seen 
without a hand-lens at this age. 
 

 
The song of this bush-cricket is a high pitched trill which can probably only be 
heard using a bat detector. There is a third  species (the Oak Bush-cricket) not 
shown here – this is a thinner version of the Speckled , which often flies in to 
indoor lights on a summer evening. 
 
Hot on the heels of my urging everyone to go out and look for White Admiral 
butterflies last month, came a sighting by Glyn Evans from Villa Wood. This 
spectacular butterfly is clearly expanding in our area, with sightings from  three 
Alresford gardens in 2011. The one pictured was photographed  by Hazel 
Robson in another local wood and  was slightly the worse for wear, but you can 
clearly see the handsome black and white wing pattern. 



 
 
A butterfly of the more open habitats, the Large Skipper, was caught by Mo 
Jackson  resting on grasses. This is the earliest Skipper to emerge in spring 

 



Mystery Photograph 
 

 
OK, what’s this? Hands up who said “A Poppy”? Well, it’s half a point for that only, 
I’m afraid. It’s not a great specimen, but the narrow, black-based  petals which 
don’t overlap (even when the plant is at its best!) tell you it’s no ordinary 
common-or-garden poppy. It’s actually Long Prickly-headed Poppy, a much 
scarcer arable weed than Common Poppy. I found this one by the footpath 
between Cockaynes and Villa Wood.  
 

And Finally 
It is the pleasure of this newsletter to show you things that  are ordinarily 
ignored…Here’s one of them, found outside my front door  two weeks ago. 

 



Apologies for the blurred photo but when the insect is settled (below) you can’t 
really see the extraordinarily vivid colouring. 

 
It’s another mystery photo in that the insect is not really identifiable from a photo. 
Apart from being one of the parasitic ruby-tailed wasps, for which the Cockaynes 
Wood site is noted, we really can’t be certain as to its species… but it’s fantastic 
to see it nonetheless. 
 

Washout of the Month 
 
 The  Moth and Bat Evening on July 10th  soon fell victim of heavy rain despite a 
promising start. We will re-schedule  a bat walk when the weather dries  up a bit, 
and the Moth Evening maybe a bit later in the year. But thanks to everyone who 
turned up as helper or spectator. 
 

Work Party News 
 
We have ongoing footpath maintenance and clearance to do. 
The next work party is Sunday August 5th. 10.00-3.30 approx. All welcome and 
for any part of the time. Meeting place is the former  quarry yard. Contact number 
for work party is 077545 20323 (Robin). We will be reviewing the start and finish 
times of the work party, to accommodate people who may want to come 
afternoons only. Any comments and suggestions will be welcomed. 



 
This monthly newsletter is available on request to anyone interested. All 
contributions of wildlife observations will be welcomed by the Editor Robin Cottrill 
( robin.cottrill@gmail.com) (tel 01206 826418).These can be from the Cockaynes 
Wood site or surrounding area (Alresford, Wivenhoe or Elmstead). Please keep 
me supplied with your wildlife observations! 
 
For those with a particular interest in birds, the excellent website  
http://www.wivenhoeforum.co.uk/discussion/1062/birds-of-wivenhoe 
will provide  recent bird news, discussion and pictures. 


