
Cockaynes Wood Newsletter  No. 8 Aug. 2012 
 
A newsletter of  recent wildlife sightings and events at Cockaynes Wood and the  
adjoining countryside. 
 

Bird Notes 
 
August is usually  a rather quiet month for birds. For many, breeding is finished 
and singing stops as  birds go into moult and  a rest and recuperation period. But 
for some, the hard work never stops. A pair of Barn Owls , after raising  3 young  
by the end of July in a barn at Sunnymead Farm,  then started a new brood in 
pole-mounted nestboxes nearby, and at the time of writing have 4 eggs. Tufted 
Ducks are much later breeders than most ducks, and there are some very small 
ducklings on our wetland accompanied by an alert Mum. 
 

 
 
Still on the subject of owls, Brian Light contributed this lovely photo of a Little 
Owl which has taken up residence around the old silt lagoon.  
Brian’s  Turtle Dove below is another fine picture.  
 
Thanks to Dave and Mo for other reports. 



 
(NOT EXACTLY  BIRDS But…) Common Lizards have a stronghold in the 
Alresford Allotments and along the railway line but the first I have seen on our 
site is one  frisking around the old oak stumps last month. The one photographed 
here, a heavily pregnant female that has lost part of  her tail, was one of a 
flourishing population on the allotments. The Common Lizard is (I think) the only 
European  lizard species  that produces live young rather than laying eggs  an 
adaptation that allows it to  live and breed in quite cool climates – hence the old 
name of Viviparous Lizard meaning, well, just that really.. Please keep a look out 
for lizards and any other reptiles or amphibians on the site, and let me have any 
sightings.  

 



Bat Walk Report 
 
8 people  turned out on the evening of August 10th which was a fine warm 
evening , starting out cloudy but giving us glimpses of space debris, space 
stations, etc streaking across the sky by the end of the evening. We found both 
Common and Soprano Pipistrelles  in several places with one or two 
Daubenton’s Bats over the Fishing Lakes. This was a slightly quiet evening, as 
there were  several other species that  we could have seen or heard, but 2012 
has not been a good year for bats due to the poor weather and reduced feeding 
opportunities, so a rather low turnout is not too unexpected. People had an 
opportunity to hear bats using bat detectors which  give a unique window into 
what’s happening around us at night. 
 

Flower of the Month 
Has to be the Common Ling or Heather which is flowering in profusion along 
the south facing edge of Cockaynes Wood. Old maps show the area from 
Cockaynes Wood north to the B1027 as Elmstead Heath and Alresford Heath, 
suggesting that before arable clearance the area was a large lowland heath. The 
new heather plants came out of the original woodland soil seed bank once it was 
exposed to sunlight. There have always been the odd one or two heather plants 
in Cockaynes Wood struggling to survive, but nothing like this. The photo shows 
one of the Cerceris  “digger” wasps, which  preys on weevils, nectaring on a 
heather plant and showing what an important keystone species the heather is. 
 

 



Yes they’re wasps but not the stinging kind…. 
My fascination for wasps and bees must now be evident, so I make no apologies, 
except to the one below for missing the head end out of his portrait. It’s an 
unusual type of large solitary wasp called the Beewolf, because it preys on 
Honeybees. Until recently it was considered rare in Britain but has expanded 
considerably in the last 10 years or so. It has an extraordinary breeding 
behaviour, excavating a nest chamber at the end of a tunnel that may be a metre 
long or more with up to 35 nest chambers off it, each one of which will be 
provisioned with several paralysed honeybees for the Beewolf larva to eat. 

 

 



And finally because it’s my favourite picture of this month , above is a “digger 
wasp” Cerceris rybyensis feeding on bramble. This is one of the species that 
excavates thousands of small nesting holes in the hardpacked sandy soil near 
Cockaynes Wood. They look serious but have no sting. I really will have to find 
some other things to enthuse about soon… Maybe the much neglected 
mammals. 
 

Work Party News 
 
The next work party is Sunday September 16th . 10.00-3.30 approx. The tasks 
will be  mainly to start the repair and replacement of the Villa Wood boardwalk in   
recycled plastic, to reduced future maintenance needs. This will be heavy-ish 
work but there will be also the usual  scrub management for anyone  who prefers 
a lighter job. 
 
 All welcome and for any part of the time. Meeting place is the former  quarry 
yard. Contact number for work party is 077545 20323 (Robin). We will be 
reviewing the start and finish times of the work party, to accommodate people 
who may want to come afternoons only. Any comments and suggestions will be 
welcomed. 
 
 
 
This monthly newsletter is available on request to anyone interested. All 
contributions of wildlife observations will be welcomed by the Editor Robin Cottrill 
( robin.cottrill@gmail.com) (tel 01206 826418).These can be from the Cockaynes 
Wood site or surrounding area (Alresford, Wivenhoe or Elmstead). Please keep 
me supplied with your wildlife observations! 
 
For those with a particular interest in birds, the excellent website  
http://www.wivenhoeforum.co.uk/discussion/1062/birds-of-wivenhoe 
will provide  recent bird news, discussion and pictures. 


